
Dream Person

Projector for hymns and readings Robin Hansen

Nina Powers

I wish we had Sunday school in the summer! Nina Powers

Jane Danielson

Bonnie Dushin

Sue Ellen Damour

Charcoal sketch of the church done in charcoal from the fire. Sue Ellen Damour

Patron Saints of Green Living--Article for the Recovery Team Connie and Betty Wurtz

Mary Hildebrandt

Chris Mitchell

I dream of the church of the future…whatever we decide that is. Sylvia Stocker

Steve Wellcome

Ed Pontius

I would like the church to stay in the same location Marsha Pontius

Sally Horne

Joan Hollingworth

I think our church should have candy stores, toy stores, toy and candy machines in the hallways, 3 huge 

swimming pools and diving boards, fireworks, a castle with a moat and a drawbridge

A building where the community room and the sanctuary are seamless, separated by a roll-back wall; rebuild the 

present building but make better use of vertical space; consider a second floor for RE? I dream of a building that 

is airy, full of light and color.

#1. Create a space in which to worship the God of our understanding and serve others. #2. Seek wisdom through 

prayer and meditation about the path that will lead best to #1. #3. Use insurance $ and sale of land to rebuild a 

space on Pleasant Street that is affordable--otherwise too much of our energy stays focused on us, on 

fundraising, on building, and not enough on worship & service.

In the process of designing the "new church" I suggest we gather our "tenets as symbols" list with the intent of 

creating a piece of art using these symbolsto "tell" the meaning of our UU religion. Example: flower petals = our 

variety of people. The piece of art could be printed or photographed to be on note paper etc. to raise funds and 

spread info about us. 

I dream of a church just like the one that has stood for nearly 200 years in this place…Chairs instead of pews

This church has been at the heart of the Brunswick community. It is a visible symbol of our faithful community 

here for all to see. We need to be here in the center of things as we worship and work.

Light, airy, single level as much as possible. Peaceful architecture. A place for the bell and Swanson window. 

Sprinklers! Clear glass windows. Good acoustics. Practical design--not a lot of money spent on superfluous 

"design elements". Use low-maintenance building materials. We are in the business of being a church, not 

historical building curators.

Let's build more than a physical church--Let's promote opportunities to rebuild a closer church community 

including--for those interested--colocating our church with cohousing and other options that are sustainable for 

our membership and our planet. Small design elements can open new possibilities for us. But we need big 

dreams and conversations now.

When I came to this church I found the sanctuary oppressive in its décor and lack of direct light. I soon learned 

that the community is why I return on Sundays and want to be involved. So, even if we decide on salmon walls 

and a blue ceiling I will embrace the new structure as the home of our indestructible spirit.

I dream of a building with more light--a conscious, green building--more sharing of joys and sorrows and open 

area to meditate that is open all week long. Integrate love and honoring of the earth into our services.



Steve Eagles

Robert Whitney

Faye Whitney

Nancy Meikle

Kathy Jaques

Julie Dahmer

Caroline Evans

Ann Spencer

Malena Stimpson

Sharon Brown

Middy Thomas

Barbara Whitepine

Karen Foley

Mike Michaud

Sue Michaud

Irene Chance

Susan Chandel

My hopes: (1) We stay at our site on Pleasant St.; (2) We have a plan for a building we can afford; (3) We build a 

connectorgiving us street-level access and bathrooms which also makes better use of and improves Pennell. (4) 

We make use of existing plans and do not feel that we need to do anything particularly "innovative.

It's time to get rid of water problems and parking problems. It's time to build on the property we own off Rte 

24.

I would like to see a spacious, light-filled church on our land near the water. A garden for meditation by the 

water.

A new building on Pleasant St. compatible with the other buildings around it but open to the sun and tied into 

Pennell House. I think moveable chairs rather than pews would make the sanctuary more flexible.

I would like to see our church rebuilt on the same site--preserving that old New England feel when possible. 

Also, the Pennell House--can we consider taking that down and expanding the church on that land and build an 

all encompassing church.

I would like to have a light-filled sanctuary, accessible, with a bit of the "feel" of the old church. And chairs vs. 

pews.

The building ought to be at the same site. It should be designed in a very "flexible" layout to allow for 

unplanned uses as well as the "usual" uses. Movable furniture, lighting, etc. are aspects of flexibility. Making it 

flexible also allows the possibility to rent out the space for many uses or loan it out as repayment to the 

community that has come through for us.

Start meeting at Minnie Brown in August so it will already be familiar to some of us by the first "regular" service 

in Sept.

Save this church. Easy to get to. A lot of memories are there--the whole family.

Have a bathroom and drinking fountain on the same floor as the sanctuary. Have the whole church welcoming to 

people with mobility issues.

Moveable chairs. Lighter color in the whole church

Simplicity, simplicity. Keep the reconstruction simple. I hope the candelabras given by Augotte Wright survived 

the fire and that the window given by the Swansons can be repaired and installed in our new space. Both items 

were inspiring.

I hope for a building that reflects our mission. I'm emotionally attached to the downtown Brunswick site but 

aware that a move to Gurnet Rd. would provide a wider "catchment area" and encourage growth. I trust this 

Recovery Committee. I hope we retain and grow and deepen our spiritual grounding in this process. Enough RE 

space. Accessibility.

New green church at the same location.

Tear it down; fix it up.

Eye-catching in our location, flexibility, community use

I want the building to take up the space that it is on now and connect to Pennell.



Cathey Cyrus

Sienna Dode

Our new space will be handicap accessible and energy efficient. Maryli Tiemann

A warm welcoming convenient religious home is what I wish for. I am sure it will be. Jean Tomkins

Anita Ruff

Bill Kunitz

Dave Kew

Linda Ellis

Stephanie Bernier

Jim Michaud

It's not the church but the people. I would like that we keep it simple with the spirit of oneness. Monique Sondheim

Pamela Ericsen

Pat Harris

Pat Harris

Linda Mallard

Bill Clark

Marge Oliver

I hope our church will stay on its current site--visible and welcoming to the community we have shared for so 

long. Let's consider a staged building--Can we look forward to new RE space… accessible….safe.

I'd like to see the shards from the Swanson window recycled into a table for the Community Room. I would love 

to be involved in that project personally…or assigned to do that project.

My dream is a church that is diverse in age, race, economics, and sexual orientation, that spends its energies and 

resources working to make our greater community a better, more just place to live.

Concern--that we'll run out of money. Desire--that we try to use the current building extending footprint to 

include "bump". Willing to do physical work--painting, etc. to save $. Feeling of being more committed.

To me a building is just that--a building. The real church is the congregation. I'd like to see us come out of this 

without a financial burden that detracts us from our mission. Maybe that means we need to think way outside 

the box. Maybe we rent. Maybe we partner with another congregation or organization to share space. 

I would desire to have the church in Brunswick as I have not only committed to UUCB but to the wider 

community. As part of the Working for Justice Group this connection to both is very important to me.

I would love to see us knock down Pennell and build the church on the whole property. I think we should sell 

Gurnett Rd. property to help us with costs.

Wherever, whenever we meet in our own building, let's remain a stronger than before UU presence in the Bath 

Brunswick region. The flaming chalice will never die.

I love the church building as well as the congregation and hope it will be rebuilt.

~Fears~Concerns~ That people will not be able to sustain the energy and connection necessary to move this 

huge project to completion. I hope we can hold each other in precious community for as long as this process 

takes.

~Dreams~ Accessible bathrooms; a clean, bright, functional kitchen; eradication of that old familiar "summer 

smell"; flexible seating!!!

My dream is that we will finally build a church that meets al our needs within the next year. Previous discussions 

on this topic have dragged out too long without anything to show for it. I think we need to set a timeline and 

move forward. For Congregation growth I hope we can accomplish this at once rather than in stages. We have 2 

pieces of property in one location. Let's make the most of them.

Our footprint--lot size--is small. Let's think up and down. Can we have 3 stories? Do we need a high, vaulted 

ceiling in our sanctuary? Let's stay in town! Time for an elevator.

I am a member of the UU Church of Grand Junction, CO. I feel strongly about the historical value of this church 

and, although it is "just a building" I do hope it can be restored to preserve its history.



Luke Lamar

Cindy Parker

Esther Palmer

Robin Hansen

Hope Russell

Dream: a building with space enough and flexibility enough for now and future generations. Connie Wurtz

Pat Gardiner

Acceptable space for handicapped parking. Flexible rooms/spaces. Louise Hudson

Erik Hansen

Nat Brackett

Clark Hamkins

Ellie Swanson

Alene Staley

I want our new facility to be beautiful; to be air-conditioned; and to have a sanctuary-level bathroom. Daphne Holden

I think we should stay in our building space. I believe architecture is a very powerful way to announce and 

solidify our beliefs. I believe Uuism should latch on to any roots we have and grow from those deep roots. I think 

we can retrofit that space and we should.

I hope we will rebuild on the current site. I'm open to a complete raze and rebuild, but I anticipate using much of 

the remaining building. Connecting to Pennell seems very important, with the connector housing an elevator, 

accessible bathroon. I very much hope we can retain a high-ceilinged sanctuary. A new kitchen in an extended 

part of the community room and new bathrooms would allow the community room to be larger, perhaps with 

no posts. I also hope we can raise enough money to bring Pennell fully up to code and safe.

I have changed from our efforts in the early 200's. We can make the most of our present location in the heart of 

the community. Space dreams: light; open to nature--seasons, colors wall space for art; easy flow from 

sanctuary-worship to coffee hour--same floor

Let's rebuild right where our church is now. It is central in downtown Brunswick and so is visible and available to 

any and all who might need it. Let's utilize sun light as daytime lighting--much or more like the Morrell Room. 

Let's replace the foundation with one that accommodates possible rain run-off. Use this opportunity to unite the 

electrical system in Pennell into one meter, cutting back on the number of minimum charges from CMP. Find a 

means of incorporating solar energy into our energy package, takng care that roof angles will encourage that.

My dream is for a building that will enable us to live our mission statement to the fullest possible extent. 

Comfortable seating!

Stay here. Rebuild church with improvememnts. Take down or gut Pennell House and rebuild to be more 

functional. Sell Gurnett Rd. property.

Let us make a decision soon as to where to "rebuild". We should put the land at Gurnett R. up for sale if we 

desire to stay in downtown Brunswick. It could take some time to sell that land.

Avoid steps to enter or to enter interior parts. Provide hand rails where steps are needed. Provide space for the 

reconstructed Swanson window.

Thoughts on a new church building: It should be large enough for the entire congregation at one time. It should 

be beautiful.

Ron and I have offered to help restore the memorial window. We have had NO response of any kind. Are the 

windows insured? Are you planning to restore? Is there a time table? Do you want us to get estimates? We have 

had offers to help and we do not know how to repsond.

Space big enough to grow the congregation. Some windows that allow in natural light. I dream that we keep our 

connections to each other and the larger community and grow even more.


