
UPCOMING EVENTS
May 2009 

Sunday May 31. Annual Meeting of the Congregation will follow the 11:15 am 
service. Make your vote count. See details,on back page.

Sunday, May 31,  Blue Skies! Moving Spirit Dancers & the Merrymeeting 
Singers. Come see our own in a collaborative celebration of music and 
dance! 3:30 pm (after the annual meeting and lunch somewhere!) at the People 
Plus Performance Space, 6 Noble St, Brunswick. $8/$6 seniors and children under 
12.  For more and reservations call 729-0757. 

June 2009
Tuesday, June16, 11 am. Women’s Alliance Picnic and Favorite Joke Day. See 

details p. 5. All women welcome.
Tuesday, June 9 and 23, 6:30–7:30 pm. Stories with Soul. Read aloud and dis-

cussion. Details on p. 8 under Summer.
Friday, June 20, 7 pm. Side Door Coffee House. Featured artist, David Bullard. 

Details on p. 8 
July 2009

Sunday July 5. No Sunday service or coffee hour today in honor of American 
Independence Day. 
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Services in the Sanctuary
June 7–21 Sundays at 9:15 and 11:15 am except as noted
June 28: Summer schedule begins. One service Sunday at 9:30 am.
Sunday, June 7. Welcome and Nurture. At the first service, we welcome new 
members, recognize volunteers whose efforts have brought forth our Religious 
Education program, music program, and more. At both services, Rev. Stocker will 
preach, and Larry Lemmel and Brad Mitchell will provide music. DonÕt miss the 
gala Welcome Brunch between services!

Sunday, June 14, both services. Living on the Edge. Rev. Stocker will preach. Mu-
sic provided by Paul Schaffner and Brad Mitchell. 

Sunday, June 21, both services. Flower Celebration Sunday. Our annual ritual of 
sharing flowers comes from Czech Unitarian minister Norbert Capek. Bring a 
flower to church, add it to everyone elseÕs, then take a different flower home. Rev. 
Stocker will preach. Music provided by the choir under the direction of Heidi 
Neufeld, with David Dean, accompanist.

Sunday, June 28: one service ONLY at 9:30 am. Why Small is Not Simple. We 
know how complicated urban and suburban lives are, and we often imagine that 
village lives must be simpler. Fieldwork in three Highland Scottish villages over 
two decades taught me that in some respects the opposite is true. Nancy Dorian 
leads the service.
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Things to know 
for RE this month ~
There will be no child care provided 
during the second service in June.

RE classes end for the summer May 
31. 

June 7 is the intergenerational service 
honoring new members and volun-
teers. 

Want to find out more about our RE 
classes? Visit our RE blog at http:// 
uubrunswickre.word
press.com/.

By the time you read this newletter, 
RE classes will have finished for the 
year. The last day before the summer 
break is May 31, followed by the in-
tergenerational service on June 7.  

It seems as though this year has flown 
by! Last month I highlighted some of 
the accomplishements of the children 
and youth in the RE program. 

This month I'd like to thank our RE 
leaders in the classroom. Our devoted 
teachers/leaders for the 08/09 year 
were: Anita Ruff, Marsey Caswell, 
Martha Lentz, Tammis Lareau, Curt 
Neufeld, Leslie Beattie, Melissa Fo-
chesato, Katherine and Alex Dauge-
Roth, Pete Worthington, Sue Levene, 
Diane Kew, Robin Stidworthy, Bob 
Black, Jeff Sullivan, John D'Anieri, 
and Becky Pelchat. 

Many thanks also to the parents and 
other members of the congregation 
who brought snacks, served as substi-
tutes, and assisted with multi-age ac-
tivities. There will be an intergenera-
tional service to wrap up our year to-
gether on June 7th, with ice cream 
served at coffee hour. I hope to see 
you there.

Our RE program is only successful as 
long as we have committed volunteer 
leadership in each classroom. Cur-
rently we are working to fill volunteer 
slots for the 09/10 program. 

Please see Nicole or an RE Commit-
tee member (Katherine Dauge-Roth, 
Sue Levene, and Melissa Fochesato) 

if you would like more information on 
what it means to be an RE volunteer/
classroom leader. 

Please stay in touch over the summer. 
I will send out information with pro-
gram details periodically so that you 
know what to expect from the RE 
program and can get important dates 
down on your calendar. 

Next year our program will operate 
around themed trimesters. This way 
all of the children will be learning 
about the same concepts so that fami-
lies can build on those ideas together 
at home and within the larger church. 

In our first trimester we will explore 
the question: "What is church for?" 

As a family you may want to start 
talking about that question together 
over the summer and explore some of 
the following questions: Why does 
your family come to church? What 
purpose does church serve for your 
family? What does your family see as 
its role within the church? What does 
it mean to be part of a church com-
munity? What makes church different 
from other social clubs or organiza-
tions?

Have a relaxing and enjoyable sum-

mer!                            nicole

Nicole Shanks, 
Director of Religious Education

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Brunswick

From the Director of Religious Education

✴To contact members or friends by phone, email, or mail, consult the church 
directory, or call the church office for information. 

How to reach us 
The Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Brunswick
PO Box 129, Brunswick ME 04011

(15 Pleasant Street, Brunswick) 
The church office, (at 7 Middle 
Street around the corner) is open 
from Tuesday to Friday, 10 am to 4 
pm. The office administrator is 
Elizabeth Moore. 

The Director of Religious Educa-
tion, Nicole Shanks is in her office 
at 7 Middle Street, Wednesday 3Ð7 
pm and Thursday 9 amÐ1 pm and by 
appointment. Contact her by tele-
phone at the church office: 729-
8515.

The Minister, Rev. Sylvia Stocker, 
has office hours Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday 1Ð4 pm and by 
appointment. In an emergency, do 
not hesitate to call her anywhere or 
any time. (Consult the church direc-
tory for her home number.) For rou-
tine church business, please call her 
at the church.  

Monday is the Sabbath for the min-
ister, the DRE, and the office.

Telephone/Fax: 207 725 8515
E-mail: uubruns@suscom-maine.net
Website:http://www.uubrunswick.org

Green living tips — Compost in our (church) back yard
Have you seen the new compost buckets in the church kitchens, purchased by 
the Junior High School Youth? You may have even put coffee grounds and an 
occasional cookie into it. If youÕve dumped it into the composter nestled up to a 
lilac bush behind the church, you may have found only coffee grounds inside.

Should you feel moved to do so, you can bring it a little shredded paper or lawn 
cuttings, or even some egg shells or dead veggies. Mix this all up a tad with the 
nearby spading fork until it doesn't look like garbage, and soon we will have 
good earth, right in our own composter. Yum.                        ÑGreen Sanctuary 
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The Minister’s Musings 
TodayÕs New York Times editorial page tells me that 
what I donÕt know makes me nervous (ÒWhat You DonÕt 
Know Makes You Nervous,Ó by Daniel Gilbert, May 21, 
2009). ThereÕs an awful lot I do not know and hence con-
siderable opportunity for me to enjoy frayed nerves, if I so 
choose. I wonder why IÕm not a wreck.

In his article, Gilbert 
points to several stud-
ies in which partici-
pants who knew the 
worst were happier 
than those who were 
given bad news along 
with the suggestion 
that things might im-
prove. ÒA University 
of Michigan-led re-
search team studied 
patients whose colo-

stomies were permanent and patients who had a chance of 
someday having their colostomies reversed,Ó he says. ÒSix 
months after their operations, patients who knew they 
would be permanently disabled were happier than those 
who thought they might someday be returned to normal.Ó

Apparently knowing is better than not knowing. We like to 
be certain, not doubtful.

Gilbert does not discuss religion, preferring to address the 
(doubtful) economy instead. ÒOur national gloom is real 
enough, but it isnÕt a matter of insufficient funds. ItÕs a 
matter of insufficient certainty,Ó he concludes. ÒAmericans 
have been perfectly happy with less wealth than most of us 
have now, and we could quickly become those Americans 
againÑif only we knew we had to.Ó 

I canÕt help but wonder, though, how the tendency Gilbert 
describes plays out for Unitarian Universalists. 

Many people of faith adopt with some certainty a belief 
system that cannot be proven, only accepted Òin faith.Ó In 
contrast, Unitarian Universalists are faithful doubters. For 
us to engage fullyÑfaithfullyÑwith Unitarian Universal-
ism means holding the door open for new information, 
ideas, and experiences. It means considering differing be-
liefs. It means dwelling in a community of seekers who 
agree to walk together with open minds and hearts. It 
means testing our beliefs constantly. It means doubting. 

By the standards Gilbert describes, that ought to make us 
comparatively unhappy. To be honest, though, I havenÕt 
observed many Unitarian Universalists who are worried or 
unhappy about their lack of religious certainty. Quite the 
opposite. IÕve witnessed the joy that comes when people 
feel the freedom to leave behind beliefs that no longer 

serve and to use their minds and lived experiences to evalu-
ate new ideas and perspectives. 

ÒRevelation is not sealed,Ó we say. And perhaps that notion 
carries its own confidence: that each person reveals part of 
the truth, and that the best way to honor a world of mystery, 
miracle, and wonder is to stay open to new things we might 
learn as we go along. It means embracing wide-eyed oppor-
tunity instead of blind certainty.

I wonder if something else is at work here, too. Being a 
faithful doubter requires adhering to personal integrity and 
honesty. The truth is, no one can be certain what will happen 
with the economy, health, relationships, jobs, eternity Ñwith 
anything. To suggest otherwise is to embrace a diminished, 
shallow reality.

Last fall, I planted 200 bulbs. In the following days, I grim-
aced and mourned as I discovered mounting evidence that 
the squirrels were digging up all the bulbs, one by one, and 
either chewing them up or carrying them away. 

I abandoned hope of seeing those flowers, and I faced the 
spring with some measure of sadness. Imagine my surprise 
and delight when a host of crocuses, tulips, and daffodils 
pushed their way through the soil in recent weeks, filling my 
yard with glorious color. So much for my certainty about my 
lack of gardening skills or the squirrelsÕ ability to ruin a 
good show.

How often have you felt confident of your own answers, 
only to have life prove you wrong? ItÕs happened to me of-
ten enough. I suspect it happens to all of us. Maybe the trick 
is to honor the truth as we know it, and to hold it lightly 
enough to incorporate new truth as it is revealed. 

Certainty has its place, but I want to stay receptive to won-
der, discovery, mystery, and deeper understanding, even if it 
means changing my views from time to time. At least that is 
how it seems to me. But there is an awful lot I do not know.

Love,

Sylvia

Channel Buoys
Get well wishes to Sharon Brown, Barclay Palmer, and 
Marilyn Taylor, who have all had surgeries or hospitaliza-
tions of one kind or another recently. 

Connie Wurtz is recovering from open heart surgery. As of 
this writing, he is at the New England Rehabilitation Hospi-
tal, where they keep the patients busy and active. He re-
ports he may be home by the time the newsletter reaches 
you. He welcomes visits; please call first to make sure of 
his whereabouts and availability.  ÑSylvia Stocker



the spirit of the evening. 

Among the people who enjoyed the event were enthu-
siasts from the wider community who joined with our 

congregation to support their particular 
service organizations as well as our 
church.  In some cases new friendships 
were begun.

Might we take from the experience of 
the auction the realization that people, 
joining together, are capable of creating 
community and reaching goals un-
thinkable by any individual dreaming, 

planning or acting alone? 

What might each of us bring to the collective ministry  
of our church to help to realize our hopes for our 
spiritual community? 

Working together, the community we seek is possi-
bleÑand priceless!

With heartfelt thanks to all who gave so generously to 
the success of the auction.                  ÑCathey Cyrus, 

Board Chair
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The Board Chair: People are priceless!
People Are Priceless, our hugely successful church 
auction, was in itself priceless, an example of the 
immeasurable value that occurs when people of good 
will work in community to realize 
something that matters to them.

The organizing committee of Andrea 
Sinclair, Cindy Parker, Cyndy Dalton, 
and Holly Calhoun are, no doubt, 
weary and most likely glad the event 
has come and gone. 

They know, however, that it was 
through their creative and constant ef-
fortsÑand the willing participation of many oth-
ersÑthat the church is able to give $1600 to our six 
Charities with Soul partners and to receive approxi-
mately $6,000 towards the funding of the churchÕs 
2009-2010 operating budget.  

In addition to exceeding all fundraising expectations, the 
auction brought together church members and friends, 
long time and new, to tend to the many tasks and details 
that created a virtually seamless event. Good will and 
humor were evident everywhere as people joined in 

The Board unanimously approved a 
motion to accept the April 2009 up-
dated Ministerial Agreement as rec-
ommended by the Personnel Commit-
tee and the Minister. 

The Board unanimously ratified the 
Executive CommitteeÕs approval of a 
change in health insurance carrier and 
formula for UUCB contribution: 

1. To enroll in the UUA Health Care 
Plan as soon as administratively pos-
sible.

2. When the UUA coverage begins, to 
change the churchÕs practice with re-
spect to paying for employeeÕs health 
insurance from: 

a. paying 100% of the premium for 
full-time employees with no cover-
age for dependents and a pro-rated 
amount for part-time employees 
working at least 20 hours a week, 
to b. paying 80% of the premium for 
full-time employees working  at 

Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation in 

the Sanctuary, 
Sunday, May 31, 

at 12:30 pm

If the next issue of The Parish Mes-
senger looks a little different (better), 
has a different tone of voice, it is be-
cause there is a different pair of hands 
on the wheel.

Diane de Grasse is retiring from years 
at the helm of the Membership Com-
mittee and coming on board as editor of 
the Parish Messenger. Present editor 
Robin Hansen is retiring to focus on the 
Green Sanctuary program.

Diane plans a combination July/August 
issue. Copy for that is due on her email 
by 5 pm, Friday, June 19. Exceptions 
must be arranged beforehand. 

Part of the transition is that there will 
be an online edition of Parish Messen-
ger with color and other bells and 
whistles. Look for it! Contribute to it!

Ñ Robin Hansen
Parish Messenger editor 

Parish Messenger 
to change editors next month

  Board Actions May 2009 — health care and more
least 20 hours a week, and 40% of 
the premiums for the dependents 
of full-time employees. This 
change will enable us to progress 
toward the UUA Fair Compensa-
tion Guidelines. 

In addition, the Board unanimously 
approved the following motions: 
• That the Board authorize an up-

date of the 2005 Strategic Plan 
and authorize the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee to select a venue 
and develop a detailed process. 

• That the Board approve/endorse 
the procedure for starting and im-
plementing a new idea/activity at 
UUCB as requested by the Coun-
cil. 

• That the Board approve the ÒBÓ 
budget to with the understanding 
that there is a contingency plan.    

Ñ Jessica Tracy
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Caroline moved here from Tiverton, 
Rhode Island, where she had spent 
most of her life. She lived in Bruns-
wick for a bit when she was young and 
her Dad was stationed at BNAS.

After her Mom died, she decided to 
move further north where it was less 
crowded. She ended up in Harpswell.

Caroline started working with a couple 
of paper routes. After five years in the 
Coast Guard, she worked seven days a 
week. 

She studied computers and got into 
publishing advertising street maps. She 
is proud of having published the Nar-
ragansett Bay Charts Book. 

After taking the H& R Block training, 
she worked her way up to being in 
charge of all the H&R Block comput-
ers in Rhode Island. 

She earned her IRS Enrolled Agent 
status twelve years ago. Her clients 
have been small businesses and small 
corporations with complex tax issues.

 Along the way she became a certified 
legal assistant. She has also been the 
IT Director for the Tiverton  Library. 
She still has tax clients in Rhode Is-
land and serves them mostly by phone 
and computer now. 

She says she has never been a person 
who attended church, but when look-

ing for people who might share her val-
ues, she found our church. 

She has meditated for many years and 
has explored eastern religions, but 
wanted something beyond eastern phi-
losophies. 

Since joining the UUCB last spring, 
Caroline has become our church librar-
ian, and has expressed interest in help-
ing the church make money. 

Besides computers, CarolineÕs interests 
tend toward the outdoors, hiking, canoe-
ing, sustainable gardeningÑand her 
Harley Davidson motorcycle! She also 
enjoys photography and cats. 

Say hello at Coffee Hour to Caroline 
and let her know you appreciate her 
jumping in to help our church commu-
nity thrive.                 ÑJessica Tracy

As we continue through the spring 
having two services each Sunday, we 
want your input on how you think it's 
going. 

What do you like about double serv-
ices? When do you come? Are there 
ideas you have that might improve the 
experience? How is your sense of the 
community and your feeling of con-
nectedness? 

How can we help you and how can you 
help us?

Please let us know in person, or by email 
or phone. We will evaluate what we hear 
from you and look at what we might 
change for next fall.*           ÑSally Horne

        David Kew, 
Laura Jackson,

Double Services Task Force

*Please see the Church Directory, or call the office, for contact information.

Double Services: What do you think? 

Newcomers’ Corner
The Membership Committee 
looks forward to welcoming you 
this year.

We urge you to fill out a pew 
card when you visit our church, 
so we can be in touch with you.

For more information about our 
church, contact the church office 
at 729-8515 or visit our website 
at www.uubrunswick.org.

Ñ Membership Committee

New Member 
Recognition Sunday
New members who have signed 
the UUCB Membership Book 
since last November will be wel-
comed into the church community 
in a ceremony at the 9:15 service 
on Sunday, June 7. 

Joining this church is both affirm-
ing and challenging. A new mem-
ber's worth and dignity are af-
firmed as they share with the 
church community the challenges 
of growth, change and renewal. 

In turn the congregation covenants 
with each new member to support 
them on their spiritual journey, 
making it a special occasion for 
the individual and our church 
family. Ñ Membership Committee

Women’s Alliance picnic 
and Favorite Joke Day 
The last Alliance meeting of this 
church year will be a picnic at the 
home of Hannah Trowbridge and 
Mary Ann Gesner, Tuesday, June 
16 at 11 am. 

Relax and have fun and on the 
shore of beautiful Card Cove in 
Harpswell. Bring a favorite joke 
or two to share. There will be a 
prize for the best telling. Bring a 
sandwich and, if you wish, some 
food to share. All women are wel-
come.               ÑConnie Seidner*

 New member Caroline Evans

http://www.uubrunswick.org
http://www.uubrunswick.org
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This article comes on the heels of my 
annual report where I delivered won-
derful news. We ended our fiscal year 
on April 30 with a surplus of 
$6,800.45. 

However, what I find to be most re-
markable about our  accomplishment 
as a congregation is how we did it. 

We unanimously chose to approve a 
ÒchallengeÓ operating budget, contain-
ing a ($29,386) deficit, accepted the 
daunting responsibility of balancing 
our books in twelve months, and, sub-
tly or otherwise, understood that we 
had been presented with a unique op-
portunity to come together in support 
of our church and our mission. 

We did it! We did it! We exceeded our 
challenge with $36,186! Congratula-
tions! and thank you!

We are now in the May-June two-
month transition period to our new 
fiscal year, and we face projected 
expenses of more than $30,000.                

Once again, our congregation is pre-
sented with a challengeÑand an 
opportunity. 

The challenge is to fulfill our transi-
tion pledge commitments and to bal-
ance our books on June 30.

The opportunity is to demonstrate to 
ourselves and to one another that 

From the treasurer: Challenges are life’s opportunities

 Green Sanctuary
Green Sanctuary Footprint is a 
space in the Parish Messenger to 
share an essay on being immersed in 
nature or wanting to care for the 
Earth. Fifty to 200 words is the win-
dow. 
Anyone can write a Green Sanctuary 
Footprint. You can. Send it to Green 
Sanctuary chair robinoh@suscom- 
maine.net before June 19 for the July/
August issue. 
Footprint this month is about and by 
a UUCB member dedicated to a clean 
environment—but not a member of the 
Green Sanctuary Committee. There 
are more than one of these in our con-
gregation. Are you one?— editor 

Esther's green footprint
SheÕs retiring! We celebrate this career 
with great pride!

ÒHaving majored in Chemistry in Col-
lege, I found my true calling in pro-
tecting the stateÕs natural resources 
while serving as President of the 
League of Women Voters 1971Ð

1973.Ó Throughout her career she 
has been guided by the LWV princi-
pleÑthat informed people will 
make the best decisions. 

She started her professional career 
working for and then serving one year 
in the Maine Land Use Regulation 
Commission.

From there, she 
served Greater 
Portland Area, 
raising public 
awareness to the pollution created 
by human  activities on the land. 

From 1977-80 she worked as 
Coastal Program Manager helping 
people sort out conflicts between 
fishing, port, industrial, and residen-
tial use of the waterfront.

From 1980Ð1990, she bridged 
communication between the envi-
ronmental and farming communi-
ties. With farmersÕ help, she devel-
oped the StateÕs first viable  farming 

and arable land protection programs.

As a consultant for the next 26 years, 
she developed the StateÕs first drink-
ing water protection program, and as-
sisted 32 rural communities planning 
water and sewage treatment plants.

She worked with six communities in 
the Midcoast area pre-
paring their comprehen-
sive plans, all adopted 
by town meetings.

Finally, she returned to 
her passionÑpreserving viable farm-
land. In 2006, she joined Maine Farm-
land Trust, running their Farmlink 
Program, which helps retiring farmers 
find young farming families to work 
their land and keep it in agriculture.

 She ÒretiresÓ with some reluctance: 
ÒBut I look forward to sharing grand-
children, travel, music, and friendsÑ
with Barclay.Ó  ÑEsther LaCognata  
  and Barclay Palmer

our response to last yearÕs challenge 
was typical of what we are capable of.

HereÕs to our commitment, and our 
belief in ourselves! and to the new 
fiscal year that awaits us in July!

Thank you, as always, for your finan-
cial support. Don't hesitate to contact 
me if you have questions or com-
ments.                     ÑSkip Brimlow*
 

   Full-Year         Full-Year  
 Actual             Budget

Income    $ 213,468        $ 186,434
Expenses    206,668           215,820 
 $  6,800       $ (29,386) 

*Please see the Church Directory, or call 
the office, for contact information.

“…informed people make the 
best decisions.”

—League of Women Voters
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Wanted: 2 or 3 people that are 
comfortable with computers.

Task: Help to guide the imple-
mentation of new database sys-
tem for the church.

Term: 3 to 4 months

Reward: Unending gratitude of 
the staff and a dozen homemade 
chocolate chip cookies!

See: Skip Brimlow, David Kew 
or Doug Calhoun*

Help needed here

Tedford Shelter 
Meal-a-Month
On the first Friday 
of every month, 
members and 
friends make dinner 
for the guests of the Tedford Shelter 
at 47 Cumberland Street. 
Volunteers make dishes at home and 
deliver them to the Shelter ready to 
be served between 3:30 and 5 p.m. 
We need two volunteers to make a 
casserole to serve 10, one volunteer 
to make a salad to serve 20, and one 
volunteer to make a dessert to serve 
20. 

Summer is a busy time for Church 
members and friends, but guests of 
the Shelter still need to be fed. 
Please volunteer to make a dish in 
June, July, August and September.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board in the Community Room. For 
details, contact Michelle Small at 
msmall@gwi.net or give her a call at 
729-1856.           ÑMichelle Small

Reviewers Needed for 
UUCB’s New Archival Policy
Over the years documents related to 
the history and governance of the 
church have been stored in the church 
office. We are now at a point where 
we need a more formal policy about 
what should be archived, and how.

Copies of a draft of the proposed pol-
icy are posted on the ÒPolicyÓ Bulle-
tin Board in the Community Room. 

If you can provide some feedback on 
the draft, please take a copy, add your 
comments and suggestions, and re-
turn it to Elizabeth in the church offi-
ce by June 22. 

WeÕll consider your suggestions in 
preparing a ÒfinalÓ draft for review by 
the Board of Trustees. If there are no 
copies on the bulletin board, please 
request one from the church office.                          
                          ÑPolicy Task Force
Larry Lemmel and Connie Seidner

Each month, a worthy organization 
selected by the Social Justice Com-
mittee and approved by the congrega-
tion and the church board receives 50 
percent of the undesignated money in 
the offering plate. 

JuneÕs Charity with Soul is Giving 
Winds, the Maine Council of Chur-
chesÕ arm of Four Directions, a com-
munity development corporation of 
the four Indian tribes of Maine. 

Set up in conversations between the 
Maine Council of Churches and the 
four tribes following the sad result of 
the 2003 Indian Casino Referendum, 
Giving Winds provides a means for 
churches and other faith groups to 
donate or lend money to Four Direc-
tions. 

Home loans of any kind are unavail-
able to tribal members because, as 
their land belongs to the tribe, which 
is a sovereign nation, their homes and 
their house lots cannot be used as eq-
uity for loan purposes. 

Through low or no interest loans and 
donations, Four Directions has created 
a pool of money that tribal members 
living on reservations can borrow 
from for home purchases or home 
improvements. 

This money is also used for tribal 
small business loans, business and 
financial education, developing com-
munity buildings on tribal land and 
other worthwhile causes. 

Members of our congregation partici-
pated in two 5-year Giving Winds 
loans several years ago that were 
matched by the UUA and the federal 
government dollar for dollar. 

Our initial loan of $10,000 was 
matched by the UUA to become 
$20,000 and by the federal govern-
ment to become $40,000. A second 
loan in December of that year went 
through the Bangor UU Fellowship 
but several members of our church 
participated to create another $40,000 
loan.          ÑRobin Hansen 
        Social Justice Committee

Social Justice: Giving Winds is June’s Charity with Soul

FREE: an almost 5 year old Dell 
Inspiron 1000 Lap Top Computer. 
IÕm upgrading. Dell technician 
recently improved speed. Full 
capacity is 37.2 GB. No built-in  
wireless card. Quite workable for 
a young person. Know anyone 
who could use it? Call Esther @ 
729-4088 ÑEsther LaCognata

*Please see the Church Directory, or call 
the office, for contact information.

Hand-knitters gather weekly
Knitters and other handcraftersÑUU 
Hands in ActionÑgather weekly at 
Gretchen ShawÕs house on Tuesdays 
6:30Ð8:30 pm to work together and 
enjoy one another's company. 

As all women who work with their 
hands know, this is a form of silent 
(or not silent) group medita-
tionÑgood for 
you, fostering 
deep friendship 
and clear thought 
over the years.

Think about join-
ing us for good 
talk and quiet 
work together. 
Call Gretchen 
Shaw* for details. 

   Ñ Ann Spencer and Robin Hansen

mailto:msmall@gwi.net
mailto:msmall@gwi.net
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Side Door Coffee House
a forgotten gem! Don't miss it

Did you know that the Side Door is a fund-raiser for 
the churchÑand great fun? 

At one time many UU churches hosted monthly coffee 
houses. Particularly in cities, they were where teens 
and college students could hang out and discuss The 
Way Things Are without the complications of drugs or 
alcohol availability. 

Some UU churches still do this: we are one of them, 
but attendance by members of our church has dwin-
dled recently. Come check it out. 

This is how it works: Doors 
open in the Community 
Room at 7 pm on the third 
Friday (June 20). You may 
not recognize the place we 
drink coffee on Sunday: 

On third Fridays CR be-
comes an intimate cafŽ with 
a stage, mikes, funky back-
drops, small tables, and a 
dessert/beverage bar. 

The first hourÑÒthe first 
setÓÑis open mike, with 
anyone who wants to per-
form stories, music, poetry, 
soft-shoeÑwhateverÑ al-
lowed 8 minutes each. 

This is often a treat, as people from your own neigh-
borhood, used to performing in kitchens and living 
rooms turn up with fun and unexpected acts. Musical 
saws, dulcimers, guitar, political poetry, Down East 
storytelling ÑAs if Susan Boyle stepped in for 8 min-
utes. And if a performer's not fantasticÑHey, itÕs only 
8 minutes. 

For the second setÑ9 to 10Ña featured performer 
takes the stage and is always amazing and worth the 
trip. 

June 20thÕs featured performer is guitarist/singer/
songwriter David Bullard (above right), playing a mix 
of swing, chanty, folk, and blues of his own composi-
tions. Dave has played his own songs across America 
for 20 years, from places like Nashville, Denver, and 
Steamboat Springs to gigs hundreds of miles at sea. 
Come see and hear a superb performer.

The Side Door is entirely volunteer-run. Requested 
donation is $6/$4. 

Side Door takes a break in July but returns August 21 
to start its 17th year! FMI call 729-8515.  

Ñ Pat Gardiner and Robin Hansen

What’s to do at church in summer?
Do you miss your UU church friends over the summer? 
In summer, many of us are still aroundÑalthough we 
may be sailing, gardening, swimming, or enjoying visi-
tors from Away. Here are some ways to stay in touchÑ
at church.

In summer, the single Sunday service at 9:30 am 
draws members and friends together for lay-led serv-
ices. These are a chance to hear what people you know 
think about Life, the Universe, and Everything. See 
front page this month and next for the schedule.  

Fridays, June 20 and August 15, the Side Door Coffee 
House reappears like Brigadoon in the Community 
Room with an open mic for those who love to perform 
and a featured performerÑin June itÕs guitarist and 
composer/singer Dave Bullard (See right for more.).

In summer, Meal a Month for Tedford Shelter contin-
ues to provide that, and volunteers are needed to help 
prepare the meals (at home) to feed 20 guests of the 
Tedford Shelter on the first Friday of the month. 

In summer, Stories with Soul continues to gather sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays at 6:30Ð7:30 pm in the Parlor 
at Pennell, 5 Middle Street. A small group of members 
and friends (including you perhaps) gather to read aloud 
and discuss a short story. Some stories are funny; others 
are serious and touching. All have soul. Try this out as a 
short summer get-together with UU friends. Details? 
Stop by. It's only an hour and in summer itÕs still light. 

In summer, Green Sanctuary Committee will continue 
to meet, usually on Saturday at 9 in the morning, some-
times overlooking salt water but always over good food, 
working on exciting new projects that will take our 
church into the world of year-round Green.  For more, 
call Robin Hansen.*   

  Ñ  Parish Messenger editor

Occasional (but many) volunteers needed for 
Parish Care Network: Not your everyday committee
The UUCB Parish Care Network is a congregation-wide 
network of volunteers who provide members and friends 
needing temporary help with meals, light housekeeping, 
transportation and errands. 

We also acknowledge those who are ill, hospitalized or 
shut in with cards, notes, phone calls, and visits.

To meet the needs of our increasing church membership 
and to avoid burnout, we are asking for new recruits to add 
to our current list of willing helpers. 

As a Parish Care Network volunteer, you will be asked to 
help occasionally with one or more of the tasks listed above. 

Our current volunteers have been generous, and we hope 
that more members and friends will join us. Our volunteers 
truly make a difference. If you would like more informa-
tion, please call me.*                          Ñ Elaine Hartman

*Please consult the Church Directory, or call the office, for 
contact information.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

12 AA: CR

2
9:00 Exec. Com. Pen 

7 US
7:00 Membership: 

MH
7:00 Finance Com. : 

Pen 7 US

3
5:00 Properties: Pen
7:00 Worship: CR
7:00 Social Justice: 

Pen US
7:00 RE Com: Pen 5 

upstairs
7:00 Full Circle: S

4
9:30  Strategic Plan-

ning: Pen 
12:00 AA: CR

3:30 – 730 Counseling 
Group: Pen

6:00 Rebound: CR
8:00 AA: CR

5

9:30 Mom’s Group: 
CR

12:00 AA:CR
9:30 AA: CR

6

12:00 AA:CR

7
9:15  Service New 

Member Ceremony
RE Sunday

11:15 Service
12:30 CC Sylvia’s
1:00  meditation 
group in Parlor

8
12 AA: CR

7:00 Devel. Com: 
Parlor   

7:00 CC Karen Foley

9
10:00 Bill’s CC: Par-

lor
2:00 CC P. Harris

CC J. Tracy
6:30 Stories with 

Soul: Parlor
6:30 Jud’s group:P 7

7:00 CC Karen 
Foley’s group

6:30 Jud C: US PEN

10

7:00 Full Circle: S

11
12:00 AA: CR

3:30– 7:30 Counseling 
Group: Pen

6:00 Rebound: CR
6:30 Vespers: S

8:00 AA: CR

12
12:00 AA:CR

5:00 tri-committee 
potluck and meeting: 

CR      
9:30 AA:Pen

13

12:00 AA:CR

5:00 Food not Bombs 
concert: CR

14
9:15 Service

11:15 Service 
12:30 L Lemmel 

Concert
1:00  meditation 
group in Parlor

 

15
12 AA: CR

6:30 Jud C group: Pen 
US

7:00 CC Karen 
Foley’s

16

11:00 Alliance Picnic 
at Hannah’s 

6:30 Board
 

17
9:30 CC ? Nancy 
Dorian Facilitator

6:45 Council

7:00 Full Circle: S

18
12:00 AA: CR

3:30 – 7:30  Counsel-
ing Group: Pen

6:00 Com on Minis-
try: Min S

6:30 Music Com:P
6:00 Rebound: CR
7:30 last Choir re-

hearsal
8:00 AA: CR

19
9:30 Mom’s Group: 

CR
12:00 AA:CR

7:00  Coffee House 
9:30  AA: Pen

Parish Messenger 
Deadline 5 pm

20
12:00 AA:CR

Gay Pride Parade   
Portland

21
9:15  Service

Flower Communion 
Sunday

11:15 Service
1:00  meditation 
group in Parlor

22
12 AA: CR

Library borrowing 
tables—maybe, check 
with Michael Heath

23

6:30 Stories with 
Soul: Parlor

24

12:00 Men’s Lunch-
eon 

7:00 Full Circle: S

25
12:00 AA: CR

3:30 – 7:30 Counsel-
ing Group: Pen

6:00 Rebound: CR
7:00 CC: Parlor

8:00 AA: CR

26

12:00 AA:CR
7:00 Chalice Circle: 

Dave Roundy facilita-
tor

9:30 AA:CR

27
12:00 AA:CR

28
9:30 Service

29
12 AA: CR

Evening: CC group – 
R. Turcotte

30
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UUCB  June 2009  Meetings and Events

CC is Chalice Circle 
CR is Community Room    Pen is Pennell House 
MH is Member’s      Upstairs (US)
 home       S is Sanctuary
MS is Minister’s Study 
Par or Parlor is 
   Parlor in Pennell



10  Ñ June  2009 !   !     Parish Messenger

Parish Messenger
www.uubrunswick.org
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF BRUNSWICK
PO Box 129
Brunswick ME 04011

Nonprofit Organization

US Postage PAID

Permit No. 17

Brunswick ME 04011

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED

Parish Messenger
 June 2009

Be informed and be present!
COME TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

of the Congregation Sunday, May 31, 
12:30 PM, in the Sanctuary

In preparation please review the Annual 
Report and Bylaw revisionsÑ

both available at the back of the Sanctuary 
and in the church office. 

The agenda is posted on the doors of the 
church and in the Annual Reports booklet.

Child care and drinks provided in the Com-
munity Room (Bring your own sandwich!)

It is your interest and participation that 
make our church possible.  See you there!

—Cathy Cyrus, Board Chair

Save these Fall dates: 
Mark Saturday September 19, and 

Saturday October 3 on your calendar. 

Mission statement: Walking the talk

 Months ago, we crafted a UUCB 

Mission statement. 

Now, our challenge is to formulate a plan 
for living it together. 

What results will we strive for?  

Join us in fashioning our aspirations into a 
5-year plan to achieve those results! 

Watch for details. 

—Bill Clark, Chair, 
Strategic Planning Committee

http://www.uubrunswick.org
http://www.uubrunswick.org

